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Huawei said it will invest 35 million Euros in its Paris OpenLab over five years. 
Speaking at the VivaTech Conference in Paris,  Huawei Deputy Chairman Ken Hu 
said the investment showed confidence that France was on the way to become a 
global innovation hub. 

VivaTech, an annual technology conference held in Paris, runs from May 16 – 18 and 
this year is bringing together 100,000 representatives of the worlds of business, 
politics and academia from 125 countries and regions.

In a keynote speech titled "Our Shared Ambition", Hu shared how converging digital 
technologies are bringing revolutionary change, and highlighted that openness and 
collaboration is the only way to drive innovation forward. Hu announced that 
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Huawei will invest 35 million euros into its OpenLab in France over the next five 
years, and will work together with customers and partners to build a stronger digital 
ecosystem in the country.

"This is the best time for innovation," Hu said. "Here in France, you've got world-
leading basic research, so many talented people, and an innovation-friendly 
environment. France is in a great position to be a global hub for innovation. Huawei 
has been here for 17 years, and we are so proud to be part of this ambition."

Technologies like 5G, cloud, and AI are the main drivers of innovation, accelerating 
digital transformation across all industries. By 2025, there will be 100 billion 
connections around the world, all companies will use cloud, and 77% of cloud 
applications will be powered by AI. Hu remarked, "When these technologies are 
combined, there will be fundamental changes to all industries. These technologies 
will also reshape everything we are familiar with today," Hu explained.

According to Hu, mobile phones will reshape our personal digital experience. As 
personal computing centers, mobile phones will integrate more naturally with 
devices like tablets, PCs, TVs, and cars to form a more user-centric ecosystem, 
which will provide a seamless and more intuitive digital experience.

Smart cars will become mobile super computers and data centers, rather than just a 
means of transportation. Each car will have tens of millions of lines of code and 
terabytes of computing power. Software, hardware, and applications in cars will be 
able to be upgraded anytime, anywhere to completely refresh the user experience. 
Carmakers must to consider how to meet these evolving needs and create new 
value for their customers.

"It doesn't matter if you are a startup or an established business, you need to figure 
out how to maximize the potential of digital technologies and seize the opportunity 
to innovate," Hu added.

Hu went on to encourage cross-industry collaboration as the key to seizing new 
opportunities. “When it comes to innovation,” he said, "organizations need to do 
what they do best, and collaborate on the rest." 

To this end, Huawei opened its Paris OpenLab in April 2018, providing a platform for 
experts from different industries to identify their future needs in digital 
transformation and to develop industry-specific solutions. In just one year, 50 



partners worked on 15 industry solutions covering retail, manufacturing, and smart 
cities. Over the next five years, Huawei’s investment of 35 million Euros in its 
OpenLab in France will make it a stronger platform for cross-industry collaboration.

At this year's VivaTech, Huawei has set up an exhibition area of 390 square meters 
to demonstrate innovative solutions in 5G, cloud, smart retailing, and connected 
cars. In addition, Huawei has worked with 32 French startups to demonstrate 
innovative solutions and success stories for smart cities, smart transportation, 
environmental protection, AI, and IoT.

-Ends-

About Huawei 

Huawei is a leading global provider of information and communications technology 
(ICT) infrastructure and smart devices. With integrated solutions across four key 
domains – telecom networks, IT, smart devices, and cloud services – we are 
committed to bringing digital to every person, home and organization for a fully 
connected, intelligent world. 

Huawei's end-to-end portfolio of products, solutions and services are both 
competitive and secure. Through open collaboration with ecosystem partners, we 
create lasting value for our customers, working to empower people, enrich home 
life, and inspire innovation in organizations of all shapes and sizes. 

At Huawei, innovation focuses on customer needs. We invest heavily in basic 
research, concentrating on technological breakthroughs that drive the world 
forward. We have more than 188,000 employees, and we operate in more than 170 
countries and regions. Founded in 1987, Huawei is a private company fully owned 
by its employees.

For more information, please visit Huawei online at www.huawei.com or follow us on:
http://www.linkedin.com/company/Huawei 
http://www.twitter.com/Huawei 
http://www.facebook.com/Huawei 
http://www.youtube.com/Huawei 
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